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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 

 
 
 
 
Dear Readers: 
 
When we first discussed working on a joint issue to address the COVID-19 pandemic in early 
May, our biggest concern was that by the time we finished the production process, the issue 
would be less relevant to our daily lives. As we begin a new school year virtually, COVID-19 has 
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approximately one in ten low-income families live in inadequate housing."= Nearly half of these 
reported families spend more than half their income on their housing payments,"!  which  it 
challenging to fix housing inadequacies.""   
 
Substandard housing and 

poor

 indoor air quality are linked to increased allergen exposure and 
sensitization, "#  which result in greater asthma morbidity and mortality for low-income 
individuals."$ Poor quality

 

housing often has mites, mold, and cockroaches, and cracks allow for 
bugs and rodents to enter the property."% Further, poor ventilation leads to high concentrations of 
tobacco smoke, carbon dioxide, and allergens."& In addition to lower-income families living in 
substandard housing with 

higher

 amounts of pests and environmental exposures, underresourced 
neighborhoods are often situated next to highways and bus depots, resulting in 
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COVID-19.#" Thus, those with asthma who are lower income are at higher 
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